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News release
Invergordon school bursts with colour
Primary school pupils from Invergordon gathered on Thursday (9 October) to marvel at their newly decorated school building, which boasts scaled-up versions of their own art. 
South Lodge Primary School has been a canvas for over a year, as local artists from Evanton-based Arts in Motion worked with primary children of all ages to brighten the tired-looking school building, originally built in the mid 70’s. 

The project was developed by Jaki Gardner and the Invergordon Residents Association using £15,000 accessed through Albyn Housing Society and the Scottish Government Wider Role fund, in collaboration with Highland 2007. 
And for the official unveiling of the project, which covers walls all around the outside of the school and nursery as well as in the canteen, the P6 class performed a play, written especially for the occasion. 

Alice Cleland, Head Teacher at South Lodge Primary, said: “The school building has been transformed and the feedback from the kids, residents and staff has been brilliant. We spent many years looking for a solution to brighten up the school, so we’re very grateful to the Residents Association for choosing to donate their time and funding to us.

“Today’s performance was written by the P6 class especially to perform on the new outdoor stage. Children have called the raised concrete area in the playground a stage for decades and now it really is one.
The original artwork was developed during a week of workshops hosted by Arts in Motion’s Carly Pearson and based on five key themes – jesters, space, under the ocean, jungle and garden. The paintings and drawings were then scanned and transferred onto Perspex using a brand new printing technique. 

Invergordon-based Albyn Housing Society, which owns 200 houses in South Lodge and employs 59 people in the town, believes this project will act as a catalyst for the regeneration of the area.
Calum Macaulay was at the school for Thursday’s celebration: “I’m astounded at the transformation of the school building. The youngsters are so proud of their work, which I’m sure will go on to delight children and adults alike for many years. 

“This project just shows you what tenants can do when there’s a passion to regenerate an area. We hope it inspires other groups around the Highlands.

“This is one of a number of regeneration projects we have secured funding for. At Albyn we are committed to supporting communities.”
Other schools are now queuing at Arts in Motions’ door, hoping for a similar makeover. The group, led by John McGeoch has a similar but smaller scale project planned for Merkinch Primary in Inverness and hope to receive funding to allow them to visit several other schools in the area.
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Albyn Housing Society Ltd is based in Invergordon.  It has over 2,000 properties for rent and low cost home ownership across the Highlands.  Albyn is a Registered Social Landlord, registered with The Scottish Housing Regulator (registration number 64) and is a Scottish Charity, registered with the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (registration number SC027123). 
