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News release
Innovative new housing development to go ahead in Nethybridge

After a unanimous decision by the Cairngorm National Park Planning Committee a revolutionary new affordable housing development for elderly people will be built in the heart of Nethybridge.
The courtyard development will provide 13 safe, accessible and energy efficient homes for elderly people in need of accommodation in Nethybridge or the surrounding area. 

The development, proposed by Albyn Housing Society and approved on Friday (2 May 2008), will go-ahead on a site earmarked by Highland Council for housing for the elderly several years ago. 

Albyn will offer nine of the homes for affordable rent and market four for low cost home ownership.  

Donald Lockhart, development director for Albyn, said: “I am really heartened by the level of community support that this proposal. This shows that we are meeting local needs and living up to our commitments to the community in a way that is squarely in line with the Park’s strategy for well designed, sustainable housing in the Park area.  

“We have also invested heavily in energy efficiency and sustainability. The design includes ‘super-insulation’ with a wider than normal timber frame and innovative Swedish heat pump technology.

“The success of this project is more evidence of the close working between Albyn and its key partners in the provision of housing, the Highland Council and the Scottish Government’s Housing and Regeneration Directorate.

“These homes are a huge step forward in the provision of housing for the elderly in the Highlands and could become the benchmark for future developments.”
The development is co-funded by the Scottish Government’s Housing and Regeneration Directorate and the Abbeyfield Society. Abbeyfield, a housing association which specialises in the provision of accommodation for the elderly, closed its facility in Nethybridge in 2004. Albyn expects work to start towards the end of this year.
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