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News release
National Park welcomes affordable rural homes 
A community’s effort has resulted in an affordable housing project being piloted in the Cairngorm National Park and secured over £310,000 of Scottish Government funding.  

Two affordable and sustainable timber houses are being built in Glenmore as a result of a socio-economic study undertaken by Rothiemuchus and Glenmore community.  Several agencies are working together to bring the pilot project to life including the Scottish Government, the Forestry Commission, Highland Council and Albyn Housing Society.  Building on the timber structures commenced [date].  
Calum Macaulay, Chief Executive of Albyn Housing commented:  “The study by the local community was very detailed and professional.  It highlighted that the lack of affordable housing and the high level of second home ownership in Glenmore could potentially impact on the sustainability of the community.  

He added:  “Whilst these two builds are part of an initial pilot, longer term we would hope to see more developments like this, with the aim of supporting younger people and families to stay in the area.”

Albyn Housing Society commissioned the two buildings and is over-seeing the project which is expected to be completed by [date required].  Support for the sustainable housing development has been widespread with the Scottish Government committing over £310,000 from its HAG fund and Highland Council allocating £20,000 from its second home funding stream.  

Alan Maguire from Highland Council commented:  “Second home owners ship is very high in the Cairngorm National park area, with up to 25% of properties in some areas being second homes.   We recognise this and have ring fenced xx percent of our income from these homes, specifically for new affordable housing in the area.  We were delighted to provide £20,000 towards this project which will benefit up to xx local people.”  
The two timber homes, designed by John Gilbert Architects, make maximum use of Scottish timber, and incorporate ecological features such as high level insulation, multi-fuel stove heating, and rainwater harvesting.  The homes will provide accommodation for [number] people.  The site of the build was sold to Albyn by the Forestry Commission under the Forest Land Scheme – an initiative which enables forestry land to be released for affordable housing.
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