[image: image1.png]albyn housing
society ltd.




17 June 2008





News release

Kiltarlity welcomes residents with handover of new house

A new affordable housing development in the Highland village of Kiltarlity is set to welcome its first residents.   
Completion of ten energy efficient, affordable homes comes only months after Communities Minister Stewart Maxwell said it was essential that more affordable family homes were built, particularly in rural areas.
Albyn Housing Society, one of the biggest providers of affordable housing in the Highlands, has invested £1,583,188 in the development of which £1,015,817 came from Communities Scotland as a Housing Association Grant.   Phase 1 of the development, which was completed this month, consists of ten affordable homes for rent.  Phase 2, which is due for completion in September, will consist of four homes available for low cost home ownership under Albyn’s Homestake*scheme.
Donald Lockhart, Albyn’s Development Services Director, was present today to hand over keys to the schemes first tenants, Mr David and Mrs Lucy McBeth.  The couple moved into one of the brand new affordable rent, two bedroom homes in Kiltarlity this month.  

Commenting on the new development Donald said:  “We purchased the site in March 2005 from The Highlands Small Communities Housing Trust and after receiving planning permission in April 2007 building commenced in June.  It’s very fitting that almost a year to the day building started we are welcoming our new tenants into their homes.

“We have a commitment to providing good quality, energy efficient, affordable homes in rural locations and I’m delighted that Mr and Mrs McBeth are able to enjoy their retirement in a beautiful location like Kiltarlity.  I am particularly pleased to be able to deliver on the commitment we have given the community about housing.”
Mrs McBeth commented:  “We have lived in the country almost all our lives, particularly with David being a gillie for forty two years.  This new home has given us peace of mind as we know we can remain in the country but enjoy the benefits of a comfortable, modern and affordable home.

She added:  “I’m particularly delighted with the play park which our house looks out on, as I know my two grandchildren will enjoy it immensely and I can easily keep an eye on them.”

The project has involved a successful collaboration between local and national agencies including Albyn, Highland Council, Communities Scotland and The Highlands Small Communities Housing Trust. 

Local architects Matheson, Mackenzie and Ross designed the attractive bungalow style buildings, which are being built by Les Taylor Construction, Muir of Ord. The development, a mix of two and three bedroom energy efficient houses, also includes an on-site play park and three properties reserved for retirement homes.  

The development at Fraser Court in Kiltarlity consists of:  

 

Rented
6 x 2bed/3person semi detached

2 x 3bed/3person semi detached

2 x 3bed/5person semi detached

 

Homestake
            4 x 2bed/3person semi detached

 

* Homestake mainly aims to help first-time-buyers, and tenants and applicants of housing associations and local councils.  Under the Homestake scheme Albyn are able to build new homes with on a ‘shared equity’ basis.  This means Albyn will keep a stake in part of the value of the house so that buyers do not have to fund all of it, to own it.  When the house is sold, both the owner and Albyn will get their share of the property value back.  

