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News release

14 July 2008

Private landlords could help ease homeless crisis under new Highland scheme

A new scheme that will help local homeless people secure suitable rented accommodation is being launched in the Highlands. 

The Highland Rent Deposit Guarantee Scheme (HRDGS) offers a guarantee bond to private landlords, allowing tenants to pay a little each month towards the sum.

The scheme, which is fully funded by the Highland Council, is being run by Albyn Housing Society on behalf of The Highland Housing & Community Care Trust.
Jayne Williams, co-ordinator, said: “There’s a severe shortage of rented accommodation in the public sector, meaning that individuals and families who cannot afford the deposits required by private landlords often remain homeless. 

“This is an attractive scheme for private landlords. Not only does it guarantee the deposit, we also ask for references for all applicants and give the landlord final say on whether or not an application is successful.

“Becoming homeless or being threatened with homelessness can happen at any time in life for a variety of genuine reasons.  Housing options can be very limited but many people simply need a decent, permanent home with limited support.  At the same time, there are often suitable properties available in the private rented sector.” 

Councillor Margaret Davidson, Chair of the Council’s Housing and Social Work Committee welcomed the scheme, saying, “everyone involved in housing in the Highlands knows just what a shortage we have.  We need to tap into every available sector to secure housing for the many people who need it.  This is an exciting opportunity for us to try to work with the private rented sector to secure accommodation for people who may otherwise become homeless”.
Potential tenants who find a property in the private sector can contact Albyn about the scheme. The co-ordinator will then contact the landlord to discuss the potential of the tenant leasing the property with support from the Deposit Guarantee Scheme.
If for any reason the tenancy ends and the property is damaged, landlords can claim the cost of damages from the value of the guarantee bond. 

“It is clear that the private rented sector has a key role to play in contributing to meeting housing need in our local area”, says Jayne Williams.  “Through the Deposit Guarantee Scheme we very much view landlords as potential partners in the provision of this.”  

The Deposit Guarantee Scheme is open to potential tenants who meet the criteria and are aged over 25 years, have applied as homeless with the Highland Council, are on a low income and are unable to raise a deposit by their own means but could sustain a tenancy with minimal support.

Any landlords interested in finding out more should contact Jayne Williams on 01463 712516.

Ends

Issued on behalf of Albyn Housing Society by Weber Shandwick. For more information contact Natalie Buxton on 01463 716739 or 07770 886934. 

Case study

One tenant who was helped through the Deposit Guarantee Scheme had moved to the area to be closer to family because his work contract had come to an end and he had also found that his personal relationship had broken down.  Within three weeks of being in the area he found full-time work and identified a suitable flat to rent, the one barrier he faced was not having the cash for the initial deposit. 

Background

1. Highland Housing and community Care Trust involves as members The Highland Council; NHS Highland; Highland Community Care Forum; Highland-based housing associations; TIGHRA (Tenant Involvement in Islands, Grampian & Highland Rural Areas).  The Trust has the aim of providing accommodation and support for people in the Highlands with Community Care needs.  The Trust is a Scottish Charity registered with the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (registration number SC027941) and a Company Limited by Guarantee, No 186046.
2. Albyn Housing Society Ltd is based in Invergordon.  It has over 2,000 properties for rent and low cost home ownership across the Highlands.  Albyn is a Registered Social Landlord, registered with Communities Scotland (registration number 64) and is a Scottish Charity, registered with the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (registration number SC027123). 

3. The scheme is funded through former ring fences grant awarded by the Scottish Government to the Highland Council to enable it to implement its Homelessness Duties

4. The Council deals with over 2,000 homeless applications a year and is only able to allocate around 1,000 houses itself per year.

5. More than half of all people who apply as homeless are single people.
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