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News release
Highland housing association awarded prestigious architecture commendation 

A Highland housing association has been awarded a special commendation at the Inverness Architectural Association inaugural awards ceremony for the Highland Central region – Part of the IAA Awards for Architecture, which are taking place across the whole of the Highlands and Islands over the coming months. 

Invergorden based Albyn Housing Association, scooped the commendation for the Place Making category at last night’s awards ceremony, hosted at Inverness College.   The awards aim to recognise and celebrate local projects that express Highlands and Islands identity and culture.  
Albyn’s entry focused on the transformation of a derelict wasteland into a stylish housing development with scenic streetscape at Ferry Lane, Beauly.   
With 47 entries for Inverness and the Central Highlands Albyn was only one of two organisations shortlisted for Place Making category.  

Commenting on the win Chief Executive of Albyn Housing, Calum MaCaulay said:  “Albyn is at the forefront of modern design in the Highland’s.  We take great pride in all of our developments and appreciate the recognition of IAA and the judges.  Ferry Lane is an important area for Beauly as it’s close to the historic village centre and its conservation area.”   

He added:  “Trevor Black our architects, worked closely with us to develop the concept and design behind the streetscape and housing development.  I’m delighted that this success has been borne of two local organisations, working in partnership.”

The housing development by Albyn consists of one and two bed room housing and cottages.  

Trevor Black, Architect, commented:  “The streetscape and overall development was fashioned in a more traditional way following early consultation with planners.  The result is rendered masonry and slated roofs, varied roof lines to add interest, and views from the footpaths from Riverside pleasingly framed by the new housing.   We’re really pleased with the results.” 

Anyone who would like to view both Albyn’s  entry and the rest of the shortlisted projects for the Inverness/Highland central area  can go along to Eastgate Shopping Centre in Inverness where The IAA are staging an exhibition of all the shortlisted finalists from Wednesday 9th July to Wednesday 16th July. 

The sponsors of the Local awards for the Inverness/Highland central region are BRE, Simpsons Garden Centre and the Highland Council, The overall awards for the Highlands and Islands are supported by The Highland Council, Bòrd na Gàidhlig, Forestry Commission Scotland, Highlands and Islands Enterprise and RIAS. 

Notes to editors

The judges for the Inverness Local Awards are:

· Iain Malcolmson – Shetland Architectural Society Chairman; Chairman of judging panel. 

· Jim Alexander – Past President of The IAA and local Inverness architect.

· Nicky Marr – Inverness Courier Columnist and MFR Presenter.

· Stuart Black – Director of Planning and Development, The Highland Council 

· Clllr Drew Hendry – Former Chairman of Planning Committee – The Highland Council.

· For info on IAA awards contact Fergus Bruce, IAA Awards Co-ordinator on 07799 766802, or e-mail on fergus@highlandarchitects.org 

