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News release

Albyn’s got it licked with the New Start paint project
A pioneering new project to help young tenants learn important life skills and break the cycle of homelessness has recently been launched.  
Albyn Housing Association and New Start Highland are working together to promote the New Start Hit Squad Project .  Tenants of Albyn will be taught essential life skills including how to clean, decorate and furnish their home using recycled paint and furniture.  

Using partly recycled paint, often donated by local paint companies, the New Start Hit Squad will visit a tenant and teach them how to decorate their home.  The scheme will be targeted mainly at tenants who have previously been homeless or had problems maintaining a long term tenancy.  The aim is to equip them with the skills to help them maintain their current or future tenancies.  
Helen Barton, from Albyn Housing Society said:  “Working in partnership with New Start we’re aiming to initially support 20 of our tenancies each year.  We’re equipping these tenants with the right life skills to be independent and house proud.”  
James Dunbar, Chief Executive of New Start commented:  “It’s great that the tenants can work with professionals, learn new skills and improve their home environment at the same time.  It’s a step by step process and as the tenant becomes more confident we step back.”

The New Start Hit Squad Project will initially operate in the Inverness, Easter Ross and Nairn areas.  Longer term the project will be rolled out to other areas including Badenoch and Strathspey, Wester Ross and Sutherland.  
 

Ends

Issued on behalf of Albyn Housing Society by Weber Shandwick. For more information contact Rebecca Somers on 01463 716739 or 07824 990615.

Background

New Start Highland aims to break the cycle of homelessness and to prevent people slipping back into homelessness. Many tenancies can fail at an early stage due to lack of support and New Start Highland aims to provide practical assistance which will ease pressure at a challenging time.
The New Start Hit Squad consists of lead painter and decorator James McRae and three trainee painter and decorators.  
