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News release
Albyn to build 100 new homes in Inverness
Albyn Housing Society has confirmed it will build over 100 new affordable homes in Inverness over the next two years. 
The developments, which include houses and flats for rent and low cost ownership, represent investment of over £12 million. 

This is in addition to investments of over £35 million elsewhere in the Highlands. 

Calum Macaulay, chief executive, explained the organisation, one of Scotland’s leading housing associations, is pushing ahead with these development plans despite the recent cutback in grant funding: “The need for affordable housing is now greater than ever and in the short-term at least Albyn intends to maintain its contribution to meeting these needs across the Highlands. 

“As well as providing affordable, energy efficient homes for people we are helping the construction sector by providing jobs in housebuilding and the associated industries. As an organisation Albyn is committed to assisting and maintaining communities where people from all incomes have access to homes and jobs.”

Albyn is currently onsite at a £3.8 million development in Culloden. The finished development will include 20 properties for rent and 12 for sale under the Homestake scheme, which allows people on low income to buy a home by purchasing a majority share. Next year the organisation will begin developing sites at Anderson Street, North Kessock Court, Smithton and Leachkin. 
Mr Macaulay continued: “As one of the larger housing association’s we are able to continue investing in new housing for the next financial year. This is not to say we aren’t being greatly affected by the reduction in Housing Association Grants. 

“The fact that housebuilding by private sector organisations has all but stagnated will have a huge effect on the availability of new affordable homes. It is therefore imperative that housing associations such as Albyn are able to keep developing. 
“In this sense we welcome last week’s Government announcement that it is to bring forward £9 million for site starts and land acquisitions for the development of affordable homes.”
Ends  
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For further information contact Natalie Buxton:

T:  01463 716 739

M:  07770 886934
E: nbuxton@webershandwick.com

Albyn Housing Society Ltd is based in Invergordon.  It has over 2,000 properties for rent and low cost home ownership across the Highlands.  Albyn is a Registered Social Landlord, registered with The Scottish Housing Regulator (registration number 64) and is a Scottish Charity, registered with the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (registration number SC027123). 
